Auguſt 5. 1766. 
*. 


Unto the Right Honourable the Lords of Council and Seſſion, Conts 
_ miſſioners 2 Plantation of Kirks and Valuation of Teinds. 


[TzIinD Cavss.]- 


'E ETITION 


ALEXANDER Durr of Echt, Eſq; one 
of theheretors, and titular of the Teinds, 
and Patron of the Kirk and Pariſh of 
Echt; of Mrs Duff of Coulter, and of 
the Magiſtrates and Community of the 
Burgh of Aberdeen, the remanent here- 
tors of ſaid Pariſh, 


Humbly Sheweth, 


HAT laſt ſummer ſeſſion, Mr Fohn Abel, miniſter of 

the ſaid pariſh of Echt, brought a proceſs of augmen- 

tation of his ſtipend againſt the petitioners, in which they 

were then allowed a commiſſion for deponing on their rents; 

but declining to be at that expence, they were laſt winter 
held as confeſt on the rental given in by the miniſter. 

That the proceſs was inrolled on Monday the 21ſt of July. | 

The ſcheme of the rental was not then made up, or ſigned by | 

the Lord Ordinary, nor till the forenoon of the 23d, and in e 


a few hours after, the cauſe was called. 
A That 


Feb. 26. 
1766. 


July 23. 
1766. 
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That the proceſs had been fo lowly carried on, having de- 
pended for three ſeſſions, for the two laſt of which there 
was no viſible cauſe of delay, that the heretors attention had 
been taken off tron. it; ſo that, previous to the laſt calling, 
they had not time tor preparing their counſel to ſtate the cir- 


cumſtances and fi:uvation of the pariſh to the Court. Your 
Lordſhips, however, would not delay the cauſe, but pro- 


nounced the following interlocutor : The Lords having 
« adviſed the ſcheme of the rental, and within prepared ſtate, 


they modify, decern, and ordain, the conſtant ſtipend 
« and proviſion. of the Kirk and. pariſh of Echt, to have been. 
« for the crop and year of God 1765, yearly. ſinceſyne, and 


« in time com coming, two een of meal, one chalder of bear, 
L. 500 Scorr of money, for ſtipend, and L. 40 money fore- 


« ſaid for_furnifhing the cammunion-clements, and decern ;. 


and ordain the ſame to be yearly paid to the purſuer and 


« his ſucceffors in office, miniſters ſerving the cure at the ſaid 
«. kirk, by the titulars and tackſmen of the tcinds,  heretors. 
« and proſſeſſors of the lands, and others intromitters with. 


te the rents and teinds of the faid parifh, out of the firſt and 


C. readieſt of the teinds, perſanage, and vicarage of the ſa- 
* men, beginning the firſt year's pay ment thereof for the ſaid 


« crop and year of God 1765, and ſo forth yearly finceſyne, 


« and in time coming, at the terms of payment following, 


« viz. the money at IWhitſwiday and Martinmas yearly, by 


% equal portions, and: the- victual- bet ixt Tue and Candle- 


« mas yearly, after the ſeparation of the crop from the ground; 
&« and remit to the Lord Stonefield to prepare a Jacality, and 
*  @- report.“ 

That the petitioners muſt beg leave to lay che caſe on their 


part before your Lordſhips. In. the firſt place, you will be 


informed, that this miniſter's former ſtipend was one chalder 
of meal, and of money L. 523: 13 : 8 Kota, including com- 


munion- elements. Now this ſtipend, reckoning the victual at 
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L. roo the chalder, which it is well worth in that part of 


the country, is conſiderably. above L. 600 Scat, which the 
petitioners apprehend is a competent ſtipend for this ſmall pa- 
riſh, of which the valued rent is only, about L. 2300 Scoti. 

It is true that the miniſter, in his libel, has endea voured to 


magnity the extent of his. pariſh, by telling your Lordſhips 


that it is four miles long, and three miles broad. But ſuppoſing 


this meaſurement to be exact, which, however, is not the 


caſe, it is no extraordinary extent of a Highland pariſh, ſuch 
as this, very thinly: peopled, an-] where. one may travel a 
whole mile without ſeeing. a ſingle houſe. 

The miniſter has further informed your Lordſhips, . that his 
pariſh contains oo examinable perſons, and about 350 com- 
municants.. But this is very much magnified.. For the fact 
is, that though the ſacrament had not been given in this pa- 
riſh for. 20 years paſt, till laſt. ſummer, immediately before 
this proceſs of augmentation was raiſed, yet there were ſcarce 
200-communicants on that occaſion, which ſhews that the 
number of inhabitants muſt be very mall, far below. what the: 
miniſter reckons them to be. 

All the other common pretences for demanding an aug- 
mentation are wanting in this caſe, For this pariſh lyes at a di- 
ſtance from any highway much frequented : And every thing is 
as cheap there, as in any the moſt remote part of Aberdeen- 
ſhire. For proof of which, your-Lordſhips will be informed, 
that the laſt incumbent, who died only a few years ago, tho? 
he lived very hoſpitably, ſaved out of his ſtipend, which was 
his only fund, no leſs than L. 1500 Sterling. And- beſides 
his ſtipend, this miniſter has a glebe of full ve acres, the 

reateſt part of which is exceeding good ground. 

The ſtipend which your Lordſhips have given this miniſter, 
is worth, one year with another, 1 200 merks, beſides the 


I. 40 for communion- elements. It is ſubmitted to your 


Lordſhips, 
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Lordſhips, Whether this be not much too great a ſtipend for 
ſuch a pariſh. And your Lordfhips will; obſerve, that one 
part of this new ſtipend is a chalder of bear. Now the fact 
is, that LY lil. bear grows in this pariſh, and none at all 
is paid by the tenants. This, no doubt, will fall to be alter- 
ed, and it is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordfhips, Whether, 
without this chalder ot bear, the reſt of the ſtipend modified 
will not be abundantly ſufficient, with the addition of L. 40 
Scots for communion-elements. 
May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhips, to alter your inter- 
locutor above recited ; and to find that the two chalders 
f meal, with the L. 500 Scots of money, and the L. 40 
Scots for communion- elements, 1s a very ample proviſion 
for this miniſter out of the rents of ſo ſmall a pariſh. 


According to Juſtice, c. 
| JA. BURNETT. 


